IS                   INDIAN CUSTOMS AND CULTURE

ligious thought of Islam had a direct influence on new religious
movements in India from the fourteenth century onwards, such
as that of Kabir, and of Guru Nanak, the founder of the Sikh re-
ligion. Persian continued to be the language of cultured Indian
Moslems, and was used as the language of the law courts up till
1837, studied by Hindus and Mohammedans alike. Thousands of
Persian words found their way into the Indian vernaculars. The
Urdu language, or language of the 'camp', a mixture of Hindi
with Persian and Arabic words, grew out of the early contacts
between Hindus and Moslems, and gradually developed a
considerable literature of its own, which is rich in poetry. Mu-
hammad Iqbal, the best known Mohammedan poet of twentieth-
century India, wrote poems both in Urdu and in Persian.

In the vernacular languages the creation of modern literature
dates from the nineteenth century. The lead was given by writers
in Bengali, and among them the name of Rabindranath Tagorc,
who died in 1940, is known all over the world.

Music is an art that has been cultivated in India since ancient
times, based on an elaborate tonic system of its own with very
small intervals. Characteristic of Indian music is the rag or theme
of melody for each appointed time and season. There is a wealth
of musical instruments, and forms of the harp and the lute (vim)
are depicted in very early sculptures. A number of new instru-
ments were introduced from Persia by the Moslems, and the two
communities have each enriched the other's art.

Of architecture, sculpture, and painting there have been many
Indian schools. Some of the finest artistic treasures that have sur-
vived to the present day are to be found in the caves of Ajanta and
in the rock-cut temples of Ellora, both in Hyderabad State. The
caves of Ajanta are maMy the work of Buddhist monks between
the first and sixth centuries A.D. At the head of a rocky valley
twenty-nine chambers have been cut out of the solid rock of the
cliff-face. Some of them, the 'cathedral* 'caves, were used as
chapels, and have a vaulted roof, and pillars separating nave from
aisles. Others were monastery halls. All are decorated with